
FAIRWIND
Winter 2016 Forth Corinthian Yacht Club

BRIEFINGCommodore’s

Where does the time go? It doesn’t 

seem like lift-out was that long ago 

but as I write it’s only five weeks to 
lift-in! But we are on a roll. At time 

of writing George Mackay and his 

team of enthusiastic helpers have 
laboured tirelessly producing ten 

robust new sinkers in record time, 

with only four more to go, which 

should be finished by the time you 
read this. 

There’s still a lot of work to be 

done laying them and checking 

chains so keep an eye out for 

George’s emails for help and get 

your sleeves rolled up. Over the 
winter, as always Libby has kept a 

great social programme rolling. 

Ken Allan with the help of Colin 

Dunnett and Willy Barr have 
completed a good racing and 

cruising programme for next season, 

see article in this issue of Fairwind. 

Let’s get our yachts in good fettle for 

lift-in. I hope you are all raring to go!

Frank Martin
Commodore FCYC

with the Royal Forth and held at their 

clubhouse. After the piping in, the 

address to the Haggis was very ably 
given by Corinthian Howard Thompson. 
After the meal there was singing and 

country dancing and a great time was 

had by all.

Further events are planned, these 
being a ‘Blue waters’ evening on 
Saturday 11th March and a Curry and 

Celtic Galley Night on Saturday 1st April, 

both at Trinity Bowling Club.

Winter programme a
massive success again! 
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A 
full programme of events and 
talks organised by our Social 

Secretary Libby Gunn has given 
Corinthians something to occupy those 

long dark nights.

On 11th February, for example, there 

was the Quiz Night at the Trinity Bowling 

Club. Here six teams—four from FCYC, 

one from Royal Forth and one from 

Cramond—used their general and trivial 
knowledge to compete for a bottle of 

whisky and FCYC beanies. The quiz 

was won by the team from RFYC. 

A couple of weeks later was the 

Burns Supper, organised in conjunction 

... that the largest Viking ships 
could travel five to six knots using 
oar power and up to ten knots under 
sail.

DID YOU KNOW ... ?



NEWHAVEN 
COASTAL ROWERS
It’s been a busy winter for the rowers, with 

a full programme of winter rows having 
taken place. Due to time constraints and 

that old bugbear the tide, rows have been 
limited to Saturdays and Sundays, but 

for the most part the weather has smiled 

on us and we have had a whole bunch of 
good rows. A couple of times the weather 

has stopped us going out, but even in a 
February haar we managed to get out 

of the harbour, always keeping our eye 

within sight of the hazy coastline.

In November we had our first fancy 
dress quiz night (to which members 

of the FCYC were cordially invited) 
which proved a roaring success. Many 
questions were answered and much 

alcohol consumed!

We are now looking forward to the new 

season, when we will have our usual full 
programme of rows as well as a variety of 
regattas up and down the east coast.

Our skiff, The Wee Michael, has just 

undergone its annual maintenance in our 

bosun’s workshop up in Crieff. Freshly 

painted and with woodwork restored 

she is now more than ready for frequent 

outings in the coming season. If any of 

you sailors fancy a go, just email us at 

newhavencoastalrowers@gmail.com.

TRINITY 
SEA CADETS
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As winter gives way to spring, the 
Sea Cadet unit members are looking 

forward to the start of the boating 

season. Over the winter we have 
focused on training sessions in our 

base in the Claverhouse centre on 
Granton Square and elsewhere. 

We now have four of the new Laser 
Quest dinghies in the yard (not all of 

which we own!) and look forward to 
seeing them on the water. The Unit 

has been preparing its application to 

become an RYA Training Centre so 

that we can teach RYA courses to our 

Cadets and those from neighbouring 

units. In this we will be working with 

the Sea Cadet Boating Station at Port 

Edgar with which we share boats and 

instructors. 

We would like to increase the 

number of cadets so we can make 

full use of our facilities. If you have 
children or grandchildren aged 10 or 

above, why not talk to Walter or I about 
the benefits of joining the Sea Cadets?

Graham Russell

Aye, all seems to be moving 
forward in our preparations for 

the coming season, particularly 

our ‘Training Off The Water’ evenings. 
Eddie Myatt’s January talk went very well 
as did the ensuing discussion. There 

was a modest turnout of around eight, 

but everyone seemed to take something 
from Eddie’s most informative talk. Thank 
you Eddie.

Commodore 

Frank Martin’s 

talk on Tuesday 

28th February was 

great! A group 

of eight turned 

up and we got 

through quite a 

bit. Topic was 

‘Sailing’ and we 

covered many 
aspects.

One of the 
outcomes was a 

list of topics that 

could be enjoyed 

and would be 

informative for 
club members at 

the ‘Training On 
the Water’ days 

on our sailing 

programme. Topics suggested so far are 

as follows.   

● ‘Boat handling under sail’, including 

coming alongside pontoons and 

moorings under sail—what you may have 
to do if you are unfortunate enough to 

lose your engine power!—steering the 

boat without using a rudder … and much 

more. 

● ‘Sailing with a spinnaker’, to include 

trimming the sail, rigging for spinnaker, 

gybing the sail, putting it up and taking it 

down … 

● ‘Rules of the road in racing and 

cruising’ ... some head scratching for a 

stormy training day. 

● ‘Use of electronic aids for navigation’. 
● ‘Boat safety’ including man overboard 
drill with a live volunteer (still to find 
volunteer!) 
● ‘Anchoring and retrieving your anchor’. 
● Lastly—but very popular—was the idea 
of ‘Sailing on each other’s boats’, where 

members who have some experience 
in sailing are paired up with others who 

have less experience, whether cruising 
or racing or just boat handling, trimming, 

rigging and so on. We have a great depth 
of experienced sailors at the club. No 

matter how long you have sailed there 
is always something new to learn in the 

sailing game!

The five dates set aside so far for 
‘Training On The Water’ are all on 
Tuesdays: 2nd May, 6th June, 13th June, 

27th June and 1st August, all commencing 

at 7pm on the pontoon. Everyone is 
welcome.

I’ll be giving the last talk in the ‘Training 
Off the Water’ 
series—‘Racing 

and Racing Rules 

… What Are They?’ 

at 7pm on Tuesday 

28th March 2017 in 

the Bell Block. I’ll be 

talking about racing, 

how handicaps 

should work, some 

of the racing rules 

and anything else 

the assembled 

masses want to talk 

about. There will 

be plenty of scope 

for discussion. All 

welcome!

If there’s a topic 

you would like 

covered in either 
our ‘Training On the 
Water’ or ‘Training 

Off the Water’ sessions, please call me 
on 0131 552 8792 or e-mail kennyallan@
aol.com asap. It’s not long to go now!!

Have you ever wondered how yachts 
which are so different can race fairly 

and give their crews a fair crack of the 
whip? On the Forth we use handicaps, 
which are issued by the central support 

body known as the Forth Yacht Clubs 

Association (FYCA). We use their 
handicaps as a base for our racers and 

from time to time they require to be 

updated. Our time came this season. The 
membership have responded very well to 
my plea for applying for handicaps! But 

if you haven’t done so yet, please get in 
touch SOON!

Among the voluntary tasks we rely 
on our members to carry out is that of 

Race Officer. If you are planning to be 
involved in racing this season you will 
be expected to help out with at least one 

Race Officer duty. Some of our members 
are clearly experienced in this duty. 

Others have noted their inexperience and 

Kenny Allan
Sailing Secretary

The Sailing Programme 2017

The club relies on its members to carry out 
Race Officer duty.



free!). 
What will it allow us to do?

Here are a couple of examples. 

● You would like a chance to race on a 

boat as crew. Go on to BigTent and find 
out who is looking for crew for upcoming 
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this year I have paired those needing 
support—or with a particularly important 

duty—with experienced Race Officers.
If you have a duty noted on the table 

and would like an experienced member 

to be on with you or want to swap duty, 

please contact me soon and we can sort 

this out.

As you can see, our Sailing 

Programme is taking form. I have had 
lots of advice from a number of members 
… so thanks for that folks. Probably 

the biggest event in the programme 
is the run-row-race regatta, the Forth 

Midsummer Challenge, organised by 

Shannon Tofts and run in conjunction 

with Newhaven Coastal Rowing Club.
This is a very popular and always 

successful event. Eddie Myatt  has 
agreed to head up the yachting part this 

year and our neighbours at the Royal 

Forth Yacht Club (RYFC) are eager to 
lend a helping hand.    

I’d like to take this opportunity to 

highlight some other points of interest.

This season there are going to be 

eight Friday night races with a mixture 

of normal—5, 4, 1 GO!—starts and 
stern chase starts, this as a response 

to members’ feedback. We should 

get a mixture of excitement with this 

combination. With only four races to 

count in the series, there is plenty of time 

to rack up some good results.    

In all races we need to have times 
recorded. This will allow us to feed 

results to the FYCA Handicap Committee 

and increase their accuracy. 

It has also been suggested that after 

our racing we should have a get-together 
in the Bell Block and work out the results. 

Colin Dunnett has kindly offered his 

services to email results, but a meet-
up would allow immediate feedback 

regarding prowess on the race track. So 

we aim to do both! If you want regular 

updating on our race results, please 

send me your up-to-date email address. 

This season a prize will be awarded 

immediately after the racing in the Bell 

Block.

We have a new tool for communicating 
on the internet, BigTent, which is already 

being used to good effect by our friends 

at Newhaven Coastal Rowing Club. 
It would be great if we could use our 

own group on this website as a way of 

communicating with each other. It will 

allow us to send alerts to members so 

that everyone knows what is going on. 
There is now a group created ready and 

waiting for members to subscribe (for 
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continued on page 8

DAY April DESCRIPTION HWBST Start DUTY 
Sat 8 LIFT IN 05:52 07:00 G MACKAY 

Sat 29 Parade of Sail      Commodore's Regatta 17:50 14:00 K ALLAN 

 May     

Tues 2 TRAINING ON THE WATER 20:29 19:00 K ALLAN 

Wed 3 RFYC Practice Points 21:42 19:00 RFYC 

Sat 6 PortEdgarStern Chase; RFYC Open Reg 12:33 10:30 AN CALA 

Sun 7 PEYC Bosun's Locker       FIG Div-1 & 2 13:29  TBA PEYC 

Sat 13 “RYA:  PUSH THE BOAT OUT” 17:18 TBA RFYC 

Sun 14 CLUB CRUISE 1     17:53 TBA W BARR 

Wed 17 RFYC Early Evening Points 1 19:58 19:00 RFYC 

Thur 18 RFYC Early Evening Points 2 20:51 19:00 RFYC 

Fri 19 Fri White Sail 1  C 21:55 19:00 MISTY BLUE 

Sun 21 JPR 1 INCHKEITH TROPHY FIG Div1 & 2 11:24 1030 RFYC/FCYC  

Sat 27 ROW  RUN RACE / ASCAnstruthMuster    16:35  TBA E MYATT & S TOFTS 

Wed 31 RFYC Early Evening Points 3 20:15 19:00 RFYC 

 June     

Thur 1 RFYC Early Evening Points 4 21:20 19:00 RFYC 

Fri 2 Fri White Sail 2  SC 22:25 19:00 TASARA +J MCL 

Sun 4 DBSC Four Inches             FIG Div1 & 2 11:57   DBSC 

Tues 6 TRAINING ON THE WATER 13:48 19:00 EVENING STAR 

Sun 11 LADIES RACE 16:57 14:00 FOILLAN + H T 

Tues 13 TRAINING ON THE WATER 17:10 18:30 MISTY BLUE 

Wed 14 RFYC Early Evening Points 5 18:49 19:00 RFYC 

Thur 15 RFYC Early Evening Points 6 19:33 19:00 RFYC 

Fri 16 Fri White Sail 3  C 20:22 19:00 INDULGENCE 

Sat 17 JPR 2  WILSON/WEST CUP 21:10 11:00 ECLIPSE + H T 

Sun 25 DBSC Gavin Adamson      FIG Div-1 & 2  16:23 TBA DBSC 

Tues 27 TRAINING ON THE WATER 18:05 10:00 SMIJ 

Wed 28 RFYC Late Evening Points 1 18:57 19:00 RFYC 

Thur 29 RFYC Late Evening Points 2 19:52 19:00 RFYC 

Fri 30 Fri White Sail 4  SC 20:47 19:00 EASTIEBEASTIE+K A 

 July     

Sun 2 JPR  3  MARSH AND SURREY CUP 10:15 12:00 LADY NADDONA+H T 

Sat 8 ABC Regatta                                       15:28  TBA ABC 

Sun 9 BSC Regatta     CLUB  CRUISE  2 16:03  TBA BSC 

Wed 12 RFYC Late Evening Points 3 17:49 19:00 RFYC 

Thur 13 RFYC Late Evening Points 4 18:27 19:00 RFYC 

Fri 14 Fri White Sail 5  C 19:09 19:00 OUTLAW II + NICK J 

Sat 22 CLUB CRUISE  3            FCC Yacht Reg                             14:40 TBA W  BARR 

Sun 23 WICKES STERN CHASE    FCC Yacht Reg 15:21 13:00 SOMERLED+H T 

Wed 26 RFYC Late Evening Points 5 17:46 19:00 RFYC 

Thus 27 RFYC Late Evening Points 6 18:33 19:00 RFYC 

Fri 28 Fri White Sail 6  SC 19:20 19:00 KASHANGI II 

Sun 30 BSC Mazzoni & Costello    FIG Div-1 & 2 20:59 TBA BSC 

 Aug     

Tues 1 TRAINING ON THE WATER 22:49  SMIJ 

Sun 6 JPR  4  JUBILEE CUP 15:06 13:00 RFYC 

Fri 11 Fri White Sail 7  C 18:03 19:00 SILVER LINING 

Mon 14 RFYC Festival Series 20:18 TBA RFYC 

Tues 15 RFYC Festival Series 21:17 TBA RFYC 

Wed 16 RFYC Festival Series 22:29 TBA RFYC 

Sat 19 JPR 5 SCOTTSHIELD /CRAWFORD CUP 13:26 11:00 DORADO+H T 

Sun 20 CLUB CRUISE 4 14:22  W BARR 

 24 RFYC Late Evening Points 7 17:21 18:30 RFYC 

Fri 25 Fri White Sail  8  SC 18:03 19:00 BRAVE 

Wed 30 RFYC  Practice Points 21:59 18:30 RFYC 

 Sept     

Fri 1 Pre ECSF Race  TBA  

Sat 2 East Coast Sailing Festival  - GRANTON 13:03 TBA ECSF CMITTEE 

Sun 3 3 day event: Sat 2nd - Mon 4th  13:58 TBA ECSF CMMITTEE 

Mon 4 ECSF 14:39 TBA ECSF CMMITEE 

Sat 16 RFYC Saturday Series    12:17 11:00 RFYC 

Sun 17 PEYC Queen Margaret       FIG Div-1 & 2 13:20 TBA PEYC 

Fri 22 Bass Rock  Race  Dunbar Fest Muster 16:54   Zero Proof 

Sat 23 Bass Rock Race  Dunbar Fest Muster   17:32   Zero Proof 

Sun 24 Dunbar Music Festival Muster 18:09   
 
 
DATES TO NOTE: 
 

13 MAY 2017: RYA Push the Boat Out. Pontoons mainly required for      

  access to Yachts involved in this event 
 

27 MAY 2017 ROW RUN RACE please keep pontoons free for competitors. Great Bar B Q    after the Race!! 

 

7 JUNE 2017:   Helgoland Yachts WILL OCCUPY PONTOONS FULLY until 12 JUNE 2017 

 

races.

● Suddenly you find yourself with a 
few days off. The weather forecast is 



4

General Steam Navigation Company, 
in 1834. The company ran a fleet of 
passenger steamers and felt that it would 

be useful to have a harbour that could be 
used at all states of the tide.

The Fifth Duke of Buccleuch, who 

owned land in the area (and elsewhere), 
saw the opportunity to build a new harbour 

on part of the estate he owned, which 

included Caroline Park House. He took 

advice from an eminent engineer of 
the day, Robert Stevenson, one of the 
so-called ‘Lighthouse Stevensons’ and 
grandfather of Robert Louis Stevenson.

An Act of Parliament was obtained in 

The history of Granton Harbour is 

not nearly as long as that of many 

harbours, as it dates from the 1830s 

and was newly built in a location where 

there had not been a harbour previously. 
At that time, Leith—a couple of miles 

downstream—was not nearly as fully 

developed as it became in later years. 
Only wharves on the Water of Leith, 

which was tidal, and the relatively small 
East and West Old Docks (as they were 
later known) existed. The site of the Old 
Docks is immediately north of Commercial 

Street, between the former bonded 

warehouses and the Scottish Government 
building, the docks now being filled in. 
There were landing points between Leith 

and Granton in the form of Newhaven 
Harbour (although it did not get its western 

breakwater until the late nineteenth 

century) and the Chain Pier at Trinity. The 
Old Chain Pier pub marks its location. 
The pier was a light structure suitable only 

for passenger vessels, not for unloading 
cargo.

The idea of building a harbour at 

Granton is said to have been suggested 
by R W Hamilton, the manager of the 

1837, following rejection of a bill to build 

a harbour just to the east at Trinity. A new 

road, which became Granton Road, was 

also built. The first part of the new harbour, 
generally called the Middle Pier, was 

opened on Queen Victoria’s Coronation 

Day, 28th June, 1838. In her honour it was 

named Victoria Jetty, but the name later 

fell into disuse. The Middle Pier now forms 

Lochinvar Drive. The Duke of Buccleuch 
did not perform the opening ceremony as 

he was in London for the Coronation—his 

younger brother John did so, arriving in his 
yacht Lufra. There is still a street nearby 

called Lufra Bank, which has a good view 
over the harbour.

Queen Victoria and Prince Albert visited 
in 1842, when they made their first State 
Visit to Scotland, arriving on the Royal 
Yacht, the Royal George.

Construction of the harbour continued, 

firstly with the building of the Western 
Breakwater, completed in 1851, then 

the Eastern Breakwater. This was 

completed in 1863. The stone used for 

the construction came from the Duke’s 

Granton Quarry nearby. The Eastern 

Breakwater was apparently built from 

the seaward end using a temporary 

connection to the Middle Pier, rather 

than from the shore as might have been 
expected.

Meantime, the Duke and Sir John 

Gladstone (father of W E Gladstone, the 

Granton Harbour: A concise history
David King
grantonhistory.org

Above: Granton Harbour in the mid 1890s, as 
shown on the Ordnance Survey map.

Below: Granton Harbour in the 1970s, with 
one of the lighthouse vessels at the Middle 
Pier.
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Victorian Prime Minister) had built a new 
harbour at Burntisland, five miles north 
of Granton on the other side of the Firth 

of Forth. By this time Granton had a rail 

connection. A roll-on/roll-off train ferry, 

the first in the world, was established in 

Granton Harbour: A concise history
1849. This was used for goods traffic, 
conventional steamers being provided for 
passengers, and continued to operate until 

the Forth Bridge opened in 1890.

From 1860 onwards, the harbour was 

equipped with steam cranes, which 

allowed heavy cargoes to be loaded and 
unloaded easily.

Fishing vessels started using the 
harbour in the mid-1880s, and the 

number of trawlers gradually increased 

to a maximum of about 80. Fishing 

vessels registered at Granton carried the 
registration letters ‘GN’, but many vessels 
registered at other ports also used the 

harbour. Fishing boats eventually stopped 
using the harbour in 1978.

The harbour also became the base for 

the Commissioners of Northern Lights, 

whose premises at West Harbour Road—

including what appears to be a lighthouse 

but was, it seems, a training facility and 

testbed for new types of lamp—survive.
In World War I, the harbour served 

as a base for naval vessels, including 
minesweepers, with a shore base and 

naval hospital nearby.
Between the wars, the harbour 

remained busy and development 

continued on page 8

Fishing boats in the Western Harbour, in 
an area now infilled, with a ship beyond. 
Registration ports include Aberdeen and 
Arbroath.

Above: Looking down the Middle Pier from 
Granton Square, showing fishing boats in the 
Western Harbour, approximately where Len 
Lothian’s premises now are.

Above: Loading coal onto a ship – the coal 
wagons had end doors, which could swing 
open, and were hoisted one at a time over the 
hold.
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INTERVIEW: FRANK MARTIN
Frank Martin is our highly 
popular and very active 

Commodore. He steers the 
club with a light touch and 
lets the crew trim the sails to 
suit the course (so he says!)

Q
How and when did you start sailing?

A
Mid 1960s a note on Leith Academy 

School Notice board caught my eye: 

Two Week Sailing Course at Edinburgh 
Corporation Benmore Adventure Centre. 
A girl I fancied had already put her name 

down so I immediately added 

my name to the list!  Two 

weeks later we donned 

our dookers for a 50-yard 

swimming test in the Holy 

Loch near Dunoon. If you 

can survive that in March you 
can survive anything. After 
a week’s rigging, beating, 

tacking, capsizing, righting, 

racing and trying to sail 

under the anchor chain of 

the Simon Lake Polaris base 

ship, while being knocked 

over by the ever-vigilant US 
Navy fire hoses, we were 
ready. Second week we 

packed our Wayfarers with 

our camping gear and had 

the most amazing cruise 

round Bute. Boats on the 

beach, drying our gear and 

burning sausages on sticks 

every night around the campfire, we were 
in heaven. I did not get the girl but I had 
caught the sailing bug!

Q
What was your first boat?

A 
When we got back to school we built 

three Graduate dinghies under the 

watchful eye of our techy teacher Bill 

Mossman who was an old Corinthian 

who some of you may know. We kept our 

Graduates at Fisherrow and for two years 

spent every available hour on the water.

Q
How did you get involved in racing?

A
Again at school we took every 
opportunity to race that we could—

local racing at Fisherrow and trailing 

to open competitions around the 

Forth. I remember in ‘69 my first visit 
to Granton for the Edinburgh Schools 

Championships. We were leading after 

six races. All rested on the last race. In a 

good position approaching 

the finishing line we 
capsized. Over-zealously 
trying to right the boat 

quickly I broke the centre 

board and removed several 
layers of skin from my shins 

and had to retire. Still got 

second overall—what a 

schmuck—this seems to be 

a fairly consistent part of my 

racing career!  

When I went to university 
in the 70s, time for sailing 

disappeared but in the 

late 70s a friend in RFYC 

recruited me as Dragon 

crew and I was hooked 

again. For around ten 

years I crewed in Dragons 

at Granton and in many 

National and International 

competitions and eventually, 
for my sins, became President of the 

Scottish Dragon Crews Union. One of the 
most memorable events at Granton was 
the Gold Cup European Championships 

when we had 76 Dragons on the start 

line. Incidentally we also had 138 entries 

for ECSW (or was it Forth Week then?) 
the same year at Granton!  

In the 80s, I started crewing on various 
keel boats on the West Coast doing 

CCC Off-Shore Series, Scottish Series, 
West Highland Week etc but mainly 

on Midnight Cowboy, a Hustler SJ30. 

Over this period I met my wife Sue on 
the circuit—I eventually got the girl! We 
bought Midnight Cowboy and brought her 

back to Port Edgar where we raced in the 

90s.

Q 
What about cruising?

A
We found many racing yacht owners 

were busy people who, for example, 

had a boat at Inverkip or Sardinia and 
needed it in Oban or Cork for an event 
and did not have time to take it there 
themselves. We stood up to the plate and 
had many pleasant delivery trips which 
gave us enjoyable cruising experiences 
at someone else’s expense. It gave 
us the taste for more. A friend has a 

Barbican 33 on the Med and over the 
years we have joined him on several 

Commodore Frank and his crew on SmiJ.

DAZZLING NO MORE!
Would you believe that until recently this was the Dazzle Ship, colourfully 
painted in memory of the camoflaged dazzle ships painted during 1916 to 
confuse enemy navies? Owned by the Britannia Trust—which also owns 
the Royal Yacht Britannia—it has now been repainted prior to becoming a 
floating ‘boutique hotel’ (whatever that is) adjacent to the Royal Yacht.



7

occasions and pretty much covered most 
of the European coast side.

Q
What was your most scary 

experience?

A
I have had a few! The worst that 
springs to mind however was 

the delivery of a beat-up ex-charter 
Westerly from the Thames to the Forth. 

John McLaren, my wife Sue, a friend 

Kate and I travelled south and joined 
the professional skipper for the trip. 

Fogbound for a few days, the skipper was 

itching to go. The forecast was not good 

and against our better judgement, on the 

skipper’s instructions, we set off. 

Through the night the wind and sea 

were on the nose and built to a steady 

Force 10 and the skipper was violently 
seasick and had to be lashed down in a 

bunk. We could not carry any sail on the 

dickey rig. We were totally dependent 

on the engine. We could see nothing but 

huge breaking waves and spume. Fuel 
in the tank was running low. The nearest 

safe port was Hull, some 30 miles away. 

John and I managed to get some more 

fuel in the deck filler from jerry cans and 
a lot more over ourselves. 

John kept constant radio watch and 

course-plotting as we crept north towards 

the Humber. Sue and I took turns with 

Kate on the helm (mostly Kate who was 

made of sterner stuff) trying to hold a 
course and make some way. Ten hours 

later we bounced over the sand banks 
under the Humber Bridge at low tide and 

tied up at the waiting pontoon outside the 

Hull Marina lock gate. 

In traditional fashion John and I jumped 

ashore and kissed the pontoon!  Sue and 

Kate joined us with a bottle of whiskey 

and four mugs. The skipper, who we 

had forgotten about, popped his head 

up and called ‘no drinking until we are in 

the marina’. Kate opened the bottle and 

threw the cap away and we got the bus 

home. Maybe not the scariest moment 

but ten hours of solid scary!

Q 
What is the furthest you have sailed?

A
I was involved in a wee yacht charter 
company for a while in the 90s and 

one of our yachts Elan Adventurer, an 

Elan 43, was left in Antigua. Sue and 

I and four friends went to collect it. I 

cannot remember exactly but I think 

the distance home was about 3600nm. 

The passage was perfect with the worst 

weather encountered in the Clyde. One 
memorable moment was approaching 

Horta for a stopover in the Azores. We 
had been on the same tack for 14 days 

and missing the harbour mouth by a few 

hundred yards needed to put a tack in. 

We tacked and because we were so used 

to leaning one way for so long we all fell 

over and could not stop laughing.

Q 
What’s your favourite boat?

A
Any boat I am on—excluding the 

work boat!

Q
Where is your favourite place to sail?

A
Like everybody I love the West 
Coast and the Scottish islands for 

their beauty but not always the weather. 

I love the Med for swimming, eating and 
drinking. One place I would like to sail 
again is the Chesapeake Bay area and 

the US Intracoastal.  

Q
When and why did you join FCYC?

A
I had been a member of RFYC for 

over 30 years due mainly to racing in 
my youth. Over this period I had always 
kept my own boats in the west and when 

we came back to the Forth we went 

initially to Port Edgar. When we bought 

SmiJ on 6/6/6, sail # 6666, I felt lucky and 

we decided to move back to Granton. 
Over the years we had got to know many 
Corinthians and liked the Corinthian spirit 

so joined up when we returned to our 

home port. 

Q 
How do you see your role as 

Commodore?

A 
 I like the self-help ethos of the Club 

and see the duty of the Commodore 

as helping the members in protecting, 

developing and engaging that energy. 
We must never forget our history and all 
those who have worked to keep the club 
a vibrant and active sailing community. 
That duty is a pleasure to have with the 
support, work and enthusiasm of our 

current council. I like to steer with a light 

touch and let the crew trim the sails to 

suit the course whatever destination the 
owner (the members) chooses.  
 

Commodore Frank and the First Lady of FCYC. WILDLIFE CORNER

Who’s this handsome 
fella, spotted recently 
on the slipway at 
Cramond? He’s a curled 
octopus, apparently, now 
relatively common in the 
Atlantic and the North 
Sea, probably due to 
overfishing of predators 
like the Atlantic cod.



8

inter-club competition. Last season it was 

wrestled from us and we narrowly lost by 

single figure seconds!
We need a good turnout to win this cup 

back!

The joint passage races give us all the 
opportunity to sail in our coastal waters 

in company. Safety in numbers is one of 

the great things about racing as is the 

excitement of sailing with others.

East Coast Sailing Festival takes place 
this year on the Forth. Historically this 

event is held every three years on the 
Forth with the other two areas, River Tay 
and the North East of England hosting 

in turn every third year. Three years ago 
Port Edgar held the Event. This year it 
will be FCYC and RFYC combined. This 

is essentially a racing event, although 
on the Saturday of the planned weekend 

there will be a muster for cruisers, 

perhaps at Burntisland. This event also 
has a social content. Nearer the time we 

will give you more information.
Above is a quick roundup of 

information, but please contact me on 

0131 552 8792 or e-mail kennyallan@
aol.com if I can assist in any way or if 

you have ideas for the way the club can 
support members’ sailing. 

promising and you’d like to sail. But you’d 

also like crew or other yachts to sail with 

you? Post it on BigTent.

● You need help getting your boat in the 

water. Post on Big Tent.

These are just a few of the potential 

uses for Big Tent, but the first thing to do 
is join up. To do this contact John Hunter 

at clocksmagazine@googlemail.com or 
on 07928 676492.

You will notice from the racing 

programme that there are a number of 

‘FIG’ (Forth Inshore Group) races posted. 
These races involve yachts from any 
clubs on the Forth. They are passage 

races and are organised by the Forth 

Clubs individually. FIG races offer an 
opportunity to visit other sailing areas 
and to sail with other boats. They can 

be very exciting. Likewise, the regattas. 
Many clubs organise their own regattas 

which allow boats to visit other clubs and 
sail in different race circuits to their own. 

Clubs similar in size to ours and very 
near are Burntisland and Aberdour, both 

of which hold regattas. I’d recommend 

taking part and would be happy to give 
advice to anyone interested and in 

some cases bring along my own yacht. 

Misty Blue and Smij have enormous 
experience in FIG and regatta events, so 
go to them for the lowdown. Fly the flag 
for the Corinthians!

This year, jointly with RFYC we are 

hosting a brand new FIG, the Inchkeith 

Trophy. So if there is only one race you 

want to do this year, please make it the 

Inchkeith Trophy. We would love a great 
Corinthian turnout on its debut.

There are also many RFYC events on 
our programme. These are quite short 

races but there are many of them. We 

are invited to join in with them in their 
racing and it would great if we could 

perhaps campaign one or two of our 

boats in these events—just to let our 
neighbours know that we are a force in 

Granton.

We also have four club cruises and 
a fifth to Dunbar planned. Willy Barr 
is again organising these enormously 

popular events. He will be letting 
us know nearer the time—when the 

weather forecast will inform him—what 

destinations are planned. Perhaps 

another use of BigTent!

We have a number of passage races, 
some of them run jointly with RFYC. The 

Jubilee Cup is the only one which is an 
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continued, with a new coal jetty being 

built at the end of the Middle Pier in 1937. 

Rail access for goods remained, but the 

passenger station on the Middle Pier, 

initially provided mainly for passengers 
using steamers to and from Fife, closed in 

1925.

During World War II, the harbour again 

was used for naval purposes, and perhaps 
as a result was the target of an air raid in 

1940 when houses at Crewe Place nearby 

were hit.

The harbour passed from the control of 

successive Dukes of Buccleuch, initially 
via Buccleuch Estates and since 1932 to 
Granton Harbour Ltd, of which successive 
Dukes and other family members were 

Directors. The port was then nationalised 

and came under the control of the new 

Forth Ports Authority from 1st January 

1968, as did other ports on the Firth of 

Forth.

The Authority subsequently was 

privatised, becoming Forth Ports PLC. In 
that guise, it has had a major role in the 

current redevelopment of the Granton area 
as well as in the dock area in Leith. 

Over the years, Granton saw a wide 
variety of cargo vessels, importing timber, 

esparto grass for paper manufacture, 

petroleum and many other cargoes, and 

exporting coal (from the earliest days) and 
manufactured products such as electrical 

equipment made nearby at Bruce Peebles.

Granton ceased handling commercial 

traffic in 1974, dredging having been 
stopped in 1970.

Boats were built at Granton, in at least 

two yards—James Martin’s yard and 

David Allan’s yard.
At the south west corner of the Western 

Harbour, a Patent Slip was constructed 

about 1850. This allowed vessels to be 
floated into a support cradle, which was 

then pulled out of the water on a slipway, 

still containing the vessel, for repairs or 
other work. This type of slip was devised 
by Thomas Morton in 1818 and was widely 

used. The slip extended southwards from 

the harbour, and the road and later a 

railway line originally crossed it on a small 

swing bridge.

Today, Granton Harbour’s days as a 

commercial port are in the past, but the 

harbour is well used as a base for yachts 

and pleasure craft. The Western Harbour 

has been partly infilled and the area used 
for new residential developments, and 
there may be more to come.

Granton Harbour as it is today, catering mainly for leisure sailors.

continued from page 5

continued from page 3


