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A busy season CBRIEFING
for FCYC racers
T

here have been so many things going
on with Corinthians this year. Every
time I meet with Paul Taylor, he has
been away on some expedition, either
in a foreign land or the British Isles. Iain
Gray is away somewhere abroad! Dave
Cox has just returned from a three-year
trip around Britain. So pardon me if I
miss out on the full rainbow of Corinthian
achievements this year.
People join a sailing club and sail for
varied reasons. Some to do their own
thing while others are happy to take part
in social and organised activities. Out
of 139 members, approximately 50 per
cent took part in organised sailing events,
cruises or races.
I would class this as an active
participation which merits a programme

by Kenny Allan
Sailing Secretary
similar to that provided in past seasons
and in particular last season.
This year, my first as Sailing Secretary,
I was ably assisted in running the sailing
programme by Colin Dunnett and Willy
Barr. They gave their time not only
during the sailing season, but in preseason sessions as well. My personal
thanks to them both and also to Frank,
our Commodore, who was always there
for some knowledgeable input and
encouragement. With their help and
many more Corinthians, we produced the
programme for last season.
Cruising events were run by Willy Barr,
whose organisational abilities we all
admire. Willy’s cruises had a good uptake
depending on the weather. Popular
destinations were Aberdour, Cramond,

Burntisland and finally Dunbar and then
Burntisland again.
At the end our season, Willy Barr
invited me on board Malin for the club’s
final cruise to Burntisland and our
midnight cruise back to Granton. Five
Corinthian boats docked and quietly
meandered up to the local hostelry, then
had a great night where all our season’s
yarns were once again exercised.
Not only do Corinthians visit clubs in
cruising mode. They also challenged the
locals by competing in events such as the
Aberdour Regatta and the Burntisland
Regatta. One of the photographs
shows Zero Proof’s crew enjoying the
sunshine at Aberdour, after beating other
competitors into second place, coming
just seconds behind the Royal Forth
Yacht Club’s Kismet which took first, with
the other RFYC boats coming in behind
our own Zero Proof!
Perhaps more of our boats might
consider entering these local regattas as
not only do you enjoy an event organized
by local folk, but you can come ashore
and enjoy their overflowing hospitality.
The added bonus is that the local club
has carried out all the tidal calculations
for you! Local regattas such as Aberdour,
Burntisland, Cramond and Fisherrow are
worth considering.
The sailing club in Blackness have
encouraged us to come along, but the
only date we had available clashed with
a ‘home’ event at Blackness. This is a
destination to target for the future if we
want to venture slightly further afield and
for some … into the unknown! I am sure
Willy will pen a note about the club’s
cruising accomplishments.
Training Off the Water was reasonably
well attended, around eight folks turning
up each evening. We will kick off the 2018
meetings on 30th January with our first
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A good New Year to one and all!
I am pleased to welcome Mark
Hartswood, Hana Werner and
Andy Gunn as new Council
Members this year. After over six
years of sterling service George
Mackay, our Vice Commodore,
has handed over our moorings
and yard in the best shape they
have ever been and the role
of Harbour Secretary to his
apprentice Mark Hartswood.
George as Vice Commodore will
be working closely with Mark
and the Harbour Sub Committee
headed up by Mark to ensure a
smooth transition. Andy Gunn
will also be joining the Harbour
Sub Committee. Hana a keen
and competent sailor will also be
representing Newhaven Coastal
Rowers on Council. As usual
Libby has arranged a full Social
Programme over the winter
months—details all available on
our website. I look forward to
seeing you at forthcoming social
events and working hard on your
vessels over the coming months.
Frank Martin
Commodore FCYC

NEWHAVEN
COASTAL ROWERS

It has been another highly successful
season overall for Newhaven Coastal
Rowing Club, with membership and
number of rows undertaken both
increasing. There was also a wellattended and highly regarded skipper
training course hosted by Club Captain
Hana Werner. This will give the club
a number of new and enthusiastic
skippers, and hopefully increase again
the number of rows undertaken.
In 2017 for the first time the club took
the Wee Michael out into Wardie Bay
to watch the Festival Fireworks. A good
time was had by all who attended. For
most it was the first time on the water
at night. The skiff was also rowed back
from North Berwick to Portobello by a
valiant crew in August.
And it’s not just the Forth Estuary
that sees the rowers in action.
Last year the club participated in
December’s ‘Illumination, Harbour
Festival of Light’ in Irvine Harbour,
not to mention the 13-mile ‘Castle to
Crane’ row on the Clyde in September.
The coming season promises to be
just as interesting as the one gone
past, with rows, regattas and other
outings being planned right now. Why
not come out on one of our trial rows?

TRINITY

SEA CADETS
The days are starting to lengthen
and the unit is looking forward to the
boating season. We are in the final
stage of gaining RYA accreditation as
a teaching centre which will enable
us to provide RYA courses at Granton
for our cadets. In recent years the
unit has done well in competitive
rowing and we now wish to raise
the standard of sailing using the RS
Quests which we obtained towards
the end of last season. This will build
up to a major Quest Regatta at Port
Edgar in the summer for which the
details have not yet been fixed.
The Unit will be returning to
the Sea Cadet Training Centre at
Weymouth in July for our summer
camp. For Forth sailors the warm
waters there almost make capsizing
a pleasure and the cadets will
experience a range of water sports,
training and other activities.
We currently have one cadet
booked on to the Sea Cadet tall
continued on back page

The crew of Zero Proof basking in the sunshine after the Aberdour Regatta.
session. Thereafter we will have training
in the Bell Block on the last Tuesday of
each month. This is a great way for newer
members to get to know folks and also
for me to tap into the membership for
ideas and for them to have their say, but
more importantly a time to get together
off-season and perhaps learn something
new! Due to the relatively small numbers
taking part in Training on the Water, I
think this is an area where we should
consider a re-vamp and the Sailing
Committee will consider alternatives at
their next meeting. There was input at the

recent Creative Café which will inform this
meeting.
Any sailing club would be very
impressed at how well the figures read
for those who were allocated race duty:
100 per cent turned out! We supported
individuals who were less confident
in the duty with experienced, qualified
mentors—Nick Janke, John McLaren
and Howard Thomson. The club has
been served well by all those who took
on the role of Race Officer. Special
mention should go out to Howard, who
volunteered and turned out for many

Colin Dunnett presents the FIG Trophy to Kenny Allan.
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RACE/SERIES
COMMODORE’S REGATTA
PARADE OF SAIL
BASS ROCK RACE
INCHKEITH TROPHY
PORT EDGAR STERN
CHASE
WILSON CUP
SURREY CUP
WICKES STERN CHASE
JUBILEE CUP
LADIES RACE
JOINT PASSAGE RACE
SERIES
FRIDAY WHITE SAIL
SERIES

WINNER

OWNER

SECOND

THIRD

MISTY BLUE

B PENNYCOOK E NORTH

ECLIPSE

SMIJ

ECLIPSE
SMIJ
MISTY BLUE

C DUNNETT
F MARTIN
N JANKE
B PENNYCOOK E NORTH

ZERO PROOF
MALIN

MISTY BLUE
INDULGENCE
APPARITION
WIZZ TOO RFYC
MISTY BLUE
ZERO PROOF

B PENNYCOOK E NORTH
P DOUGLAS
G MACKAY
H HORSFALL
M KIRKPATRICK
B HARRISON K ALLAN

APPARITION
ZERO PROOF
SMIJ
ZERO PROOF
INDULGENCE
MISTY BLUE

METEOR RFYC
ECLIPSE
ECLIPSE

MISTY BLUE

INDULGENCE

BASS ROCK TROPHY
RNLI CHALLENGE CUP
PORT EDGAR STERN
CHASE SALVER
WILSON CUP
SURREY CUP
WICKES TROPHY
JUBILEE CUP
WOODROW TROPHY
FRAMED PIC OF OLD
GRANTON HARBOUR
FAIR ISLE TROPHY

MALIN

KASHANGI II

LESLIE TROPHY

ZERO PROOF

B HARRISON K ALLAN

SMIJ

F MARTIN

CRUISER CUP
MOST NOTICED NEW
RACER

MOONSHINE
SELKIE

D COX
S CONROY

MECHANICAL MIRACLE
AWARD

B PENNYCOOK

COMMODORE’S CLOSING
REGATTA

OUTSTANDING SERVICE
BEST OPEN EVENT
RESULTS
BEST PHOTO
BEST MESS UP

G MACKAY
ZERO PROOF

N JANKE

ECLIPSE

TROPHY NAME
COMMODORE’S REGATTA /
PARADE OF SAIL

CRUISER CUP
LATE COMERS CUP

B HARRISON K ALLAN

MECHANICAL
MIRACLE CUP
BILL MOSSMAN CUP
LONG SERIES CUP

MIKE GASZ

EDINBURGH EVENING
NEWS CUP

FRANK MARTIN

LANG WOODEN SPOON

duties as mentor and as a Race Officer of
the Cruiser fleet at the East Coast Sailing
Festival. John McLaren also turned out
whenever asked, both as a mentor and
as support to the main Race Officer of the
event.
Three races had to be postponed
because of bad weather. Most
unfortunate was our major event, the
Forth Midsummer Challenge (row-racerun) event which had to be cancelled on
the back of a poor weather forecast. The
Scott Shield suffered a similar fate—not
least because on the second attempt to
hold the race the weather was too windy!
Turnouts on our home surf and playing
away were at least as good proportionally
as all the clubs on the Forth—and better
than most. Our Friday White Sail races
had a total of 13 Corinthian boats turning
out and highest numbers were for race
six, with nine boats racing. We were
joined by an RFYC boat in the last race. I
hope more will be encouraged to join us
next year.
Our own Zero Proof won the Joint
Passage Race Series with RFYC.
Turnout for this series was good with 16
boats—approximately 50 people!—taking
part. In addition to the programmed
events, we managed to add a race
entitled ‘The Commodore’s Closing
Regatta’. This provided ideal conditions
and a nine-boat turnout! Malin (single
handed) finished second and Kashangi
II came flying in for third place. As befits
the race, our Commodore finished in first
place on Smij.
One of the great features of our racing
this year has been getting together after
the race for a debrief and results chat

in the Bell Block immediately after the
racing. All those that were able to came
up to our clubhouse for a good half hour
after the racing and joined in with the
chat about points to remember and giving
congratulations where they were due.
Using information about boats’
performances in previous races, we were
able to re-set handicaps each race. We

Peter Douglas receives the Surrey Cup from
Libby Gunn.
tried using this personal handicap system
in our first few White Sail races. This
was popular with the racers. It was then
decided that we would employ personal
handicaps for all but the Joint Passage
Races. To a degree this was successful,
however we plan to review their use and
make a decision about what we do in
our handicapping next year soon. So far
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the feedback is to keep the system, but
review the races to which we apply this
handicap and to ‘smooth’ the movement
of handicaps. That is to say, we will
change the system slightly so that there
are smaller jumps from one race to the
next.
The overall results of all the races are
shown in the table above, however it may
be worth pointing out that two Corinthian
boats joined in with RFYC Evening
Points and one achieved second place
in Division 2. Further afield a Corinthian
boat, Zero Proof, won the Forth Inshore
Group (FIG) Series Division 2. This is a
series of longer passage races held on
the inshore waters of the Forth. She also
came second, by one point, in the Forth
Yacht Championship, a series where all
regatta places in the season are totted up
to find a winner.
In racing Corinthians have succeeded
in Forthwide events and have turned out
well away from home. The turnout has
been even better for our home events
with an energetic group who hopefully will
expand next season.
Our cruising programme has had an
encouraging year, with active participation
at all levels. Corinthians are happy to
continue with this format, but also there
are ambitions to go further and stay
longer. We have Willy to thank for this
success.
We have a massive room for
improvement in our Training on the Water.
Perhaps a different strategy should be
employed? Please send any ideas or
positive input for next season to me at
Kennyallan@aol.com or by telephoning
07974 379254.

Work finally starts
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by John Hunter
Editor, Fairwind
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he idea of building a marina in
Granton Harbour was first mooted
over 20 years ago. Then, the plan
was to fill in part of the east harbour, build
flats on the filled-in section, the marina
occuping what was left.
Planning permission was duly applied
for, but in the face of local objections
permission was denied. The objections
centred around the fact that Wardie Bay
had been designated a Site of Special
Scientific Interest due to the fossils to be
found there, and the fact that there is a
migrating population of wading seabirds,
knots, which can be seen throughout
the winter feeding along the line in the
harbour where the mud ends and the
water begins.
More recently the new owners of
Granton Harbour, from whom we
purchased the land our boatyard is on,
have sought—and were awarded!—
planning permission for a 350-berth
marina in the west harbour. Some
members, including me, were highly
skeptical that this would ever happen,
however work has now started to bring
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these plans to fruition. Recent visitors
to the yard will have noticed that the
‘Gunpowder Store’ opposite is now
surrounded by scaffolding and roofers
are replacing the roof of the B-listed
building to make it watertight. After that
the buildingX*"&4
is to be renovated and will
become a marketing suite for the new
marina. Site investigations have also
been taking place on the land where the
marina offices are to be built along with
the associated boatyard.
What will this new marina—which will
take up virtually all of the west harbour—
mean for Forth Corinthian Yacht Club?
It seems that not only will we lose all the
moorings currently in the west harbour,
but protecting the marina from the east
wind and associated swell will involve
adding an inward extension to the west
harbour breakwater or ‘mole’, to protect
the proposed marina berths from waves
coming in from the north and east.
Some members are concerned this
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on the marina!
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INTERVIEW: DENIS WIGHT
Q
A

Lakes and Bay of Islands. I have had
some great trips on Trinovante including
Orkney, the west of Ireland, Norway and
Sweden. My brother charters regularly in
the Mediterranean and he takes me along
as navigator.

When did you start sailing
and why?

In 1947, when I was 12, my father,
just demobbed from the navy, hired
a lovely old boat from a fisherman in
Kipford on the Solway. Urlina was about
18ft long, gaff rig, tanned sails. A dream
come true.
Later I joined the Royal Forth as a
cadet and spent most of my summers
at Granton. The west harbour was
much bigger then and a safe area for
youngsters to practise in the club’s
dinghies. When I was a bit older I
crewed on the bigger yachts—mainly
Dragons and Garelochs—and I specially
remember the Bell Rock race in Gigha, a
Scottish Islands OD.

Q
A

What do you like about
sailing?

It’s challenging and all-absorbing. A
chance to forget any worries ashore.

Q
A

What has been your most enjoyable
sailing experience?

From Galway to the mouth of the
Shannon on the schooner Trinovante.
Sunshine, NW 4 to 5 and surfing down
the Atlantic rollers.

Q
A

What has been your most terrifying
sailing experience?

Beating through the Dorus Mor on
the first day with a charter boat. I
could not get the boat to go about and
the engine would not engage. We were
alarmingly close to the rocks when my
16-year-old son worked out what was
wrong and round she came under power.
Lessons learned: do not set out on an
unfamiliar boat until you are completely
familiar with the controls. Also, it is not
wimpish to use the engine for a tricky
windward passage.

Q
A

What is the furthest destination you
have sailed to?

I am not keen on long passages and
prefer the interaction of land and sea.
Blyth is about as far as I have got from
Granton.

What is your favourite place to sail
and why?

Q
A

What other boats have you owned?

I bought a half share in Meanda,
a Finesse 21. The maintenance
required for a wooden boat caught up
with us and I eventually bought Sapphire,
the Trident 24 which I sail today.

Q
A

What was your favourite boat?

When the engine was working,
Meanda. She has since been
restored and is lying at Cockenzie.

Q
A

Apart from the Firth of Forth, where
else do you sail / have you sailed?

Charters in the West of Scotland.
I have family in Australia and New
Zealand and I have sailed the Gipsland

I enjoy the Greek Islands for warmth
and sunshine but on a good day the
West of Scotland is perfect.

Q
A

When did you join Forth Corinthians
and why?

Nick Cowan was already a member
when I decided to buy a share in
Meanda in 2000. This brought me back to
Granton after over 40 years.

Q
A

What positions have you held on the
Council of Corinthians?

I was pontoon manager for a time
and then Treasurer for four years. I’m
now back as Treasurer for a short reprise.

Q
A

Do you prefer cruising or racing?

As a youth I enjoyed racing but now
I much prefer cruising. I can choose
the best days to go out and where to go.

Q
A

What would you like to do in future,
sailing wise?

At my age, I take each season as
it comes. Just to get afloat is an
achievement.

Q
A

What was the first boat you owned
and what did you like/dislike about it?

I shared a GP14 with a colleague.
We had a lot of fun over the years.
Good sailing qualities, oars for when the
wind dropped and easily trailed all over
Scotland. A bit small for five of us but Pat,
my late wife, and I had some great sails
together when we were empty-nesters.

Q
A

Q
A

What do you do when you’re not
sailing?

I used to do a lot of walking. I sing in
a community choir and go to classical
concerts.

The yacht Meanda.
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CRUISING PROGRAMME

FINISHES IN THE DARK!

A

s our cruising programme
entered the second half of the
year for 2017 after bouts of bad
weather affected our first two outings,
things began to change for the better
for the remaining three in our calendar.
We had a good turnout for the cruise

to Aberdour Harbour in July which
also saw boats competing in the rescheduled Ladies Race join us for
refreshments and a bar snack in the
nearest pub. Special mention to the
team on Smij who not only provided
some entertaining spinnaker handling
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as they rounded Channel Buoy 10
(What does five blasts from a tanker
mean again? Ask Frank!) but they also
managed to finish their fish suppers
and three pints of lager each in the
same time the Corinthian kids scoffed
a bowl of chips in the Cedar.
Our next cruise was a belter of a
weekend involving some drinking,
dancing, eating and a wee bit fishing
as five boats sailed down to Dunbar for
the annual Belhaven Traditional Music
Festival. Early Bird, Eclipse, Kashangi
II and Malin all set off at lunchtime
on the Friday in light winds and were
joined the following afternoon by Misty
Blue. While some crews wandered
round Dunbar on the Saturday
afternoon or went for a refreshing swim
in the leisure pool where they have a
fantastic flume (ask John from Malin!),
Joe and Jason headed back out to sea
on Early Bird, returning a few hours
later with some freshly caught cod for
dinner. Evening saw a return to the
local pubs where various assortments
of musicians and bands played
traditional music styles ranging from
blues, folk and bluegrass to Celtic/folk

Harbour
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and rock. As last orders were called
a few returned to Eclipse for some
late night Corinthian hospitality with a
Polish twist. Ask Colin for the details!
Weather conditions were superb
for the return sail to Granton and
some boats carried their spinnakers
and cruising chutes all the way to
Craigleith.
Our very final cruise for 2017 was a
last-minute entry in the FCYC calendar
and involved five boats (Eclipse,
Kashangi II, Lady Nadonna, Malin and
Misty Blue) venturing out from Granton
at 7.00pm on the Friday before lift-out
(20 th October) for a downwind sail
across to Burntisland. Spinnakers
were hoisted in the harbour and only
dropped once inside Burntisland
harbour walls—all being trimmed in the
dark with the assistance of a flashlight,
some Cuban jazz and a stiff G&T
supplied by Ken Allan! (Ask Libby and
Mark.) Once inside the Star Bar for a
quiet pint—the old saying ‘One drink is

continued from page 2
ship, the Royalist, for a week and
12 cadets booked on to the motor
vessel the Jack Petchey, where they
will develop their seamanship skills.
There will also be an Edinburgh
District offshore course to which we
will be sending two further cadets.
There will be the usual boating,
rowing and sailing competitions.
Staff will be attending advanced
RYA courses for rowing and dinghy
continued from page 4
might have an adverse effect on the east
harbour by reflecting those very waves
into it.
According to Kevin Fawcett of
GEL, all the money is in place for this
development. Once the marketing suite
is no longer required it will be ‘returned to
the community’.

too many and 12 not enough’ comes
to mind. With 19 reps from the Club
occupying a large corner of the bar,
the local street vendor wandering from
pub to pub selling red roses and ‘kiss
me quick’ hats couldn’t believe his luck
when he saw us. Luckily one of Tam’s
crew who shall remain nameless (his
pals call him Graham) was first out
with his wallet and on the basis of his
purchase the vendor retired for the
night. If you ask Tam there are some
great photographs as evidence!
As the 2017 season drew to a close
no time was wasted and the sailing
committee were already planning some
dates and trips for the 2018 Cruising
Calendar. As well as the usual trips to
exotic harbours such as Aberdour and
Cramond—we have a couple of new
aspirations including an overnight and
Chinese meal in Queensferry and a
possible bonfire on a beach at a secret
location! More will be revealed in the
2018 programme. Have a great 2018!

instructors and we hope also for
power boating.
Two of our cadets will be
representing us at a Year of Youth
event in the Scottish Parliament
in March. Finally I would like
to mention one of our cadets
who gained one of only 14 hotly
contested places on a UK wide Sea
Cadet aviation course.
If you have a son or daughter, or
grandson or granddaughter, aged
10 to 18 then consider whether they
might enjoy joining the unit.
As I write this, work has only just been
started. It will take up to two years to
complete. If it all happens it will be an
interesting and in many ways positive
development for local residents and for
Edinburgh as a whole. For Corinthians
it will mean the loss of these moorings
but perhaps we will be able to find other
ways to come to terms with that. Your
comments would be appreciated.
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