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I am delighted to have the honour and 
privilege to head a most competent and 
enthusiastic Council of  this historic club.

Previous Commodores all have contributed 
in no small measure to the solid financial 
staus of  the club. We pay our way and are 
beholden to no one. With prospects for 
the future at Granton, though somewhat 
clouded at the moment, can I assure mem-
bers that Council will husband our resources 
but progress improvements where required 
and spend wisely after debating the issues so 
that, come what may, Forth Corinthians will 
remain a vibrant and forward-looking club 
with a great clubhouse and yard facilities.

The economic stramash the country finds 
itself  in (I am still wondering about Woo-
lie’s) presents opportunites that may never 
occur again and your Council is looking 
at ways to ensure that this club has the 
facilites our members need.

FCYC is a self-help club: if  it needs doing 
then the members do it, but recently it 
seems it is the  faithful few who are always 
there when required. Our new members 
should understand that in every aspect 
of  club management, posts are filled by 
volunteers, more are always needed and, 
as some have already found out, skills and 
resources can be found in the oddest cor-
ners of  the membership.

When the call for a work party is made – 
and if  you have never attended one, do 
come along – you will be amazed at what 
can be done with shear muscle power, a bit 
of  grease and a very large hammer. Seri-
ous fun in comradeship and safety is what 
we do, let’s do more in 2009 and enjoy a 
sparkling season on and off  the water.

Graham Crawford
Optional Extra
Commodore FCYC

January
Sat 24th 
Special Burns Supper 
Black tie/Highland dress, Club 
Dress, Lounge Suit, Smart casual. 
£10 – tickets available at the bar.
From 19:30 

Mon 26th 
Talk: ‘Newhaven and its museum 
collection’ 
by the Curator of Social History, 
City of Edinburgh Museums and 
Galleries. 
Bar opens 19:30. Talk at 20:00 

February 
Friday 6th 
Knotting night with Phil Chester 
How to splice junks and other 
sailing-related knotting matters. 
Bar opens 19:30. 

Sat 21st
Brainwave Trophy quiz night 
Teams of four, please.
A light buffet will be provided.
From 19:00

Friday 27th 
Shetland Fiddlers’ session 
Bar opens 19:30. 

March
Fri 6th (tbc)
Talk: ‘Sailing on the Great Lakes’ 
by Paul Johnson. Bar opens 19:30. 

Sat 28th 
Commodore’s Party 
From 19:30

April
Sat 4th Lift-in

Please check the website and  
Club notice board for updates.

EVENTSFrom the Commodore

 If you’d like to contribute juicy tidbits to this newsletter, please email  
Sonja Brodie at sonja.brodie@gmail.com. Thanks!



And they’re out…

YArd uPdATE

g Harbour Secretary Paul Johnston 
has ordered a skip, which is now 
sitting in the yard waiting for willing 
hands to fill it. Little piles of earth can 
go in and the heavy stuff will need a 
few hands to shift it. I feel a work party 
coming on…
g The Bell Block toilets are out of 
commission due to leaky pipes. As 
the plumber who was called out said, 
“there is no point in repairing this 
if there is no lagging on any of the 
internal pipes”. So it’s a bucket for 
the lads and a trek to the Club for the 
ladies at the moment. However, there 
is running water in the yard – when 
the pipes are not frozen.

Lift-out 2008 went without a hitch  
– at least the second time around!  
Here are some photos to commemorate 
this beautiful autumn day. Why can’t 
we have this kind of weather in August? 
Plus some wind, of course.

After getting stuck in the mud on the pontoon, Malin is coming up in the world.

Outgoing Harbour Secretary Eddie North 
looks at what’s coming.

Brian enjoys the Galley’s hospitality.

A big thanks to Joe for beautifying our 
boat’s bottoms! Here he is relatively early 
in the game, still looking clean himself.

Ernie’s winter tea room, aka Decantae, is touching down. The ones that stayed in: peaceful scene on the pontoon.



New kids on the dock
Chris Nicols
Honorary Secretary Chris, an actuary, 
brought with  him the Drascombe Lugger 
Acorn, his sixth boat. He says: “My goal now 
is to ensure my two boys Joshua, 6 and Mat-
thew, 3 love the sea as much as I do. Acorn 
is a big departure from my racing days but 
will be perfect for a season or two at least. 
Joshua is already wanting a ‘proper boat 
with a below’ so his teddy can come along 
and keep dry. Matthew likes talking with the 
‘water doggies’, or seals. Sara, my wife, is also 
a keen yachtswoman which is great because 
she understands the call of  the sea, too.”

Jim & Sonja Brodie
Jim and Sonja brought their 1968 Trintella 
29, Fettler, to Granton from the Azores this 
year. Fettler is their second boat, and they 
have big plans for cruising on her. Jim is 
a biologist at Edinburgh University, and 
Sonja works as a production editor. 

Nigel duncan
Nigel, a freelance journalist and PR con-
sultant for clients including the Caledonian 
Brewery and Innis & Gunn (please bring 

some samples next time!), has been racing 
on a Ronautica 340 out  of  Port Edgar for 
nearly two seasons, including the winter 
series. He does not own a boat but has 
competent crew and dinghy sailing certifi-
cates and is available for crewing. 

Paul Taylor
Paul, a special needs teacher, bought his 
35-year-old Invicta 26, Saxon, in 2007 after 
having given up boating for 20 years. Last 
year, he sailed her from Ardnamurchan, 
where he used to be a lighthouse keeper 
once, to Granton via the Orkneys. This 
year he hopes to cross the North Sea and 
explore bits of  Norway and Denmark. He 
is married, has three children at uni and 
lives in Trinity.

Other new members who joined in 2008 
are:
• Mark Arkless, Jay Jay
• Robert Boyle
• Jim Cursiter
• Derek Frazer
• Fiona Harrison
• Thomas Lochrie, Gusto
• Victor Lopes, Enigma
• Gordon Murphy
• Margaret Renwick
• Dietmar and Mary Wicht

A warm welcome to all new members who joined last year. Just in 
case you haven’t come across them, here’s a brief introduction

Acorn on her launch day – her young crew cannot wait to get her off the trailer.

MEMBErShIP FEES 2009

Adult Member (Age 26–64) ...£75 

Junior Member (Age 18–25) ...£40 

Senior Member .......................£40

household Member  
(spouse or partner  
and up to 2 children) ................. £95 

Sailing Associate Member  
(must be a full member  
of an rYA recognised club) ....£40 

Cadet (up to age 17) ...............£10 



A.W.Stewart Salver  
(Port Edgar Stern Chase)  
Misty Blue, Eddie North/ 
Brian Pennycook
Leslie Trophy (Bass rock return) 
Roxanne, Andrew Downie (PEYC)
russell Trophy (Bass rock Combined) 
Roxanne, Andrew Downie (PEYC)
Scott Shield  
Misty Blue, Eddie North/ 
Brian Pennycook
Anstruther Quaich  
Misty Blue, Eddie North/ 
Brian Pennycook
Wilson Cup  
Misty Blue, Eddie North/ 
Brian Pennycook
Jubilee Cup  
Chione, Holway & Julian Cruft (RFYC)
Woodrow Trophy (Ladies helm) 
Misty Blue, Zoe Kirkpatrick
Wickes Trophy  
Indulgence, Peter Douglas
Fair Isle Trophy (Friday White Sail) 
Silver Dollar, Kenny Ewen/Alasdair 
Knox/Keith Miller
Picture of Granton (Joint series with 
rFYC) Misty Blue, Eddie North/ 
Brian Pennycook
Save & Prosper Cup  
(Edin regatta Fast)  
Elixir, Shaun Maclean (RFYC)
Chattan Cup (Edin regatta Med) 
Sieglinde, Henry Boyd (RFYC)

McEwans Lager Trophy  
(Edin regatta Slow)  
Countess Linda, David Wilkie
Late Comers Cup 
Crispy D, Paul Johnston
Cruiser Cup 
Fettler, Sonja & Jim Brodie
Wooden Spoon  
Silver Dollar, Kenny Ewen/Alasdair 
Knox/Keith Miller
Long Series Shield (Club Champion)  
Misty Blue, Eddie North/ 
Brian Pennycook

Prize winners 2008
If it’s cold outside on a Monday 
night (and the Club’s still locked)
Who ya gonna call?

26 January
Sonja Brodie
0131 228 1490

2 February
Peter Sherlock 
0131 334 7775 

9 February
Mark Eisler 
0131 551 1294 

16 February
Brian Pennycook 
0131 552 5886 

23 February
Jim Sime  
0131 657 1915 

2 March
Malcolm Blyth 
0131 337 6618
 
9 March
Sally Johnson  
0131 657 1915 

16 March
Graham Crawford 
0131 657 1012 

23  March
Denis Wight
0131 449 3115

30 March 
Peter Douglas  
0131 332 4022 

BAr rOTA

IN BrIEF

g We have a new housekeeper in the 
person of Ms Susan Bath, who is also 
employed in this capacity by Penny 
Calder. She will do what is necessary 
three hours once a fortnight. 
g Roof maintenance was completed 
in December. According to the roofer, 
the roof was in good condition overall. 
g The Royal Forth has invited our 
members to their winter events, which 
are held on Wednesday nights at 
their club house. For a full list of RFYC 
events, see our website. One highlight 
is a presentation about the Vendée 
Globe Challenge on 18 March.

Silver Dollar, winner of the Wooden Spoon 
and the Fair Isle Trophy

Commodore  
Graham Crawford, Optional Extra  
Vice Commodore/EMC director  
John McLaren, Belle Isle 
rear Commodore/Sailing Secretary 
Colin Dunnett, Jaywalker 
hon Secretary Chris Nicols, Acorn  
hon Treasurer  
Peter Douglas, Indulgence  
Minutes Secretary  
Denis Wight, Sapphire  
Membership Secretary  
David Thomson, Orion  

harbour Secretary  
Paul Johnston, Crispy D  
house Convenor Mark Eisler, Janus  
Council Member (Assistant harbour) 
David Haldane, Eclipse 
Council Member (Assistant house) 
Jim Brodie, Fettler 
Council Member Paul Lough  
Webmaster  
Jim Sime, Little Black Number 
Junior representative  
Jonathon Graham  
Social Convenor Sonja Brodie, Fettler   

Council Who’s Who


